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Naturally, varying conditions demanded variations in
the application of these broad principles of liberty. For
example, although every child has the right to be educated
in its mother tongue, it is impossible in some cases to observe
the right, and for the time being there are three grades in
which this right is exercised.

1.  Some scattered tribes are devoid of the elements of an
alphabet.    Having no medium for instruction in their own
language, this group receives instruction in Russian schools.
At present no alternative presents itself.

2.  Some tribes, again, though not possessing an alphabet
or any national culture, yet live in compact groups, using
their native language in their daily life.   These receive
elementary education in the language of their birth, and
secondary and higher education in the Russian tongue.

3.  Still larger nationalities, like the Ukraine, the White
Russian,   the  Georgian,  or the Armenian peoples, who
possess cultural and historical traditions of a high order
and have proved already their competence to do it, run
their own educational system from the primary school to
the university.    Other national groups, such as Uzbeks
and Tajiks and Turcomans, move steadily in the same direc-
tion.   As they grow in number and importance national
education supersedes Russian education in all its stages.
That it receives encouragement to do so is witness to the
sincerity of Soviet respect for nationality.

" Russification>J has been the dread of the Asiatic
peoples. It was a reality in Tsarist days. It was a danger
in the early days of the Revolution, because Russia pre-
dominated in industry, culture, and power to rule. Russia
had the great proletarian population. In Russia the
Revolution sprang first to life. Through Stalin the danger
was avoided, and the threat of" Russification " lessens with
every passing year. The fact that it does so is a crowning
proof of the genuineness of the communist effort to reali2e
equality in the national sphere as well as in the economic
order.

National liberty, then, has become a reality in the Soviet
Union. Political liberty in the narrow sense of the right to
upset the Plan, or reintroduce exploitation and Drofit. is